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of Indore, in the past, and Sir Sala Jung of Hydera-
bad, Sir Dinker Rao of Gwalior, Sir T. Madhava Rao
of Travancore, in the present.'' In a report which the
Government of India published a few years since on
Sir T. Madhava Rao's administration of Travancore,
it is stated that "he found Travancore, when he
went there in 1849, in the lowest stage of degrada-
tion ; he has left it a model State/' Everything
was in a condition of the most utter disorder; the
treasury was exhausted; the pay of the police and
other public servants was so much in arrear that
they compensated themselves by the most irregular
exactions. Sir Madhava Rao, by the exercise of the
greatest care and thrift, was able to place the
finances of Travancore in a thoroughly sound posi-
tion ; a considerable surplus was secured, large sums
were spent on education and in the construction of
public works, the salaries of the officials were regu-
larly paid, the people were not harassed by taxes
unsuited to them, but his intimate knowledge of their
tastes and their habits enabled him to effect all these
great reforms with the minimum of inconvenience to
the people. If any other proof were wanted of the great
advantage that would result from more largely employ-
ing natives who are capable of rendering important
service to the Government, it would be afforded by
the fact that almost all the public works in India have
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